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; EDITORIAL ; 


Like A Tree 


“And he 














shall be like a tree Psalms 1:3. 


The Bible has a lot to say about trees, both na- 
tural and symbolic trees. We begin to read about 
them in the garden of Eden, and in Revelation we 
see again the tree of life whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations. The oak seems to be the 
symbol of strength, (see Amos 2:9); the cedar of 
Lebanon, of beauty; and the olive tree, of fruit- 
fulness. 


A good tree must have good roots, and a sound 
trunk, or it will not stand the storms that come. 
We have all seen the uprooted and broken and 
tangled debris which marks the path of a tornado. 
A good tree must have foliage and blossoms to make 
it at all beautiful; a bare tree is usually an ugly one. 
A good tree, if it is a fruit-bearing tree, must have 
fruit. This is what the owner of the orchard is look- 
ing for. He likes to see his trees strong and healthy; 
he admires their beauty when covered with blossoms 
in the Spring; but the thing which rejoices his 
heart is to see the boughs bending low with luscious 
fruit. 


A vood man 1s like a vood tree. 


roots; his Faith must lay 
hold upon the deep and hidden realities; the things 
which cannot be shaken. Only thus can he stand 
the storms which will rush upon him. His Heart 
must be fixed, trusting in the Lord. 


He must have good 


He must have good foliage and blossoms; his 
Hope, which springs from his deep-rooted Faith, 
will make his life beautiful. It is Hope which en- 
ables us to see the rainbow in the cloud. It is Hope 
that buoys up the soul. We can endure sickness and 


pain, if we hope to get well; we can stand separa- 
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tion if we expect reunion; we can bear up und 
hardships and trials if we feel that better times ar 
coming. It is Hope that puts a song in the heart of 
the soldier on the battlefield. 


He must bear fruit; Fruit; more fruit; mucl 
fruit; fruit that abides: so said Christ in the fit 
teenth chapter of John. By this shall men know 
that ye are my disciples. The Fruit of the Spirit 
Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness 
faith, meekness, temperance. Now abides Faith 
Hope, Love: but the vreatest of these Is Love. 


My wish for each of you is that you be like 
tree. Only God can make a tree; and only God 
can make a man who is like a tree. He alone car 
give us Faith, and Hope, and Love. May He fill 
us this year with a Firm Faith, a Buoyant Hop 


an Abounding Love! —J.K.P. 


“Faith Healing” 

This word is very much on the lips and in the 
thoughts of many in our day. In this, as in othe: 
matters, it is easy to go too far, and likewise eas\ 
not to go far enough. In the first place, the tern 
is not too accurate. It is God Who heals, and th 
God Who heals is the Lord. Neither faith nor 
prayer ever become the lord in the matter. God does 
hear our prayers and as the psalmist well says, “He 
healeth all our diseases.” All healing comes fron 
God. Often He heals through the regular processes 
of nature, often with the use of the skills of doc 
tors, hospitals, and diet, rest, 
et al. Over and above the natural causes and the 
human skills, He can and does heal by supernatural 
action. And He often does this in answer to fer- 
vent prayer and in owning true faith. But even so 
prayer and faith only means, media. ‘To 
exalt them to lordship in the process is false mediac 
just as truly as is the Roman Catholic doctrine 
that the bread in the eucharist is to be worshipped 


surgeons, 


nufrses 


remain 
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old veteran home to Heaven. 


is the body of Christ. It is wrong to say that if I 
ind ny friends pray enough my child has to get 
well. It is wrong to blame loved ones for not having 
enough faith or not exercising enough prayer when 
a dear one is taken home to God. “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 


Further, there seems to be developing a notion 
that we do not pray for the healing of a sick one if 
it be God’s will, but because we know it is God’s 
will. The Word of the Lorp through Isaiah, how- 
ever, warns us: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
saith the Lorn, neither are My ways your ways: 
For as the heavens are high above the earth so are 
My ways above your ways and My thoughts above 
your thoughts.” In the Garden Jesus did not pray 
because it is Thy will that I be spared the Cross, 
therefore send the legions of angels to deliver me. 
Paul prayed to the Lord thrice for the removal of 
the thorn in the flesh. Evidently, he did not pray 
because it is Thy will, but only if it be Thy will. 
And God, acting as the Lorp, said no. The thorn 
was not removed from the Apostle’s flesh, but God’s 
grace was sufficient for him to bear it. 


In one of the campaigns, there was a gracious 
revival in the Army of Northern Virginia. The 
soldiers were deeply moved and in much prayer. 
They prayed earnestly for a great victory, but the 
issue Was a great casualty list—not a great victory. 
God answered our prayers better than we knew— 
Years later, however, General Gordon said that 
One Nation was better than two. There was a time 
of gracious revival as God was getting a great num- 
ber of these men ready for eternity. Their thoughts 
turned to victory. The Lord’s purpose was to take 
a goodly number to Himself in the approaching 
battle and to avert another victory that would have 
permanently divided the Nation. 


One night as the doctors left a Union soldier, 
who was sick and in prison at Andersonville, Ga., 
they said he would not live through the night. To 
their utter astonishment he was radically better the 
next morning. On his return to his Maryland home, 
he learned that his Mother had walked the floor 
and prayed for him all that particular night. Yet 
years later that same man died—at 86 or 87—and 





ino one dared to suggest that he would have lived 


longer if his devoted Christian wife, sisters, sons 


}and daughters had had as much prayer or as much 


faith as his Mother had exercised. God was Lord 
both in healing the young soldier and in calling the 


Wm.C.R. 


One Worldness 

The emphasis on world” which we are 
finding in political and in religious circles is caused, 
in part, by the changes brought about by ease and 
rapidity of communication and travel. But, more 
than anything else it is caused by a deep sense of 
insecurity. 


“one 


Recognizing that under given conditions a sense 
of one worldness is good, Christians have to face 
the fact that it can prove a snare and a delusion. 


First of all: when individual Christians, or the 
Church as such, loses its realization that Christian- 
ity is an exclusive religion and are willing to effect 
any kind of a compromise with the world and the 
religions of the world, then it has lost its outstand- 
ing characteristic. Christianity is not a way of 
salvation, it is the way of eternal life. Christ is not 
a saviour of the world, but the Saviour of the world. 


Nothing can please the enemy of souls, Satan, 
more than for the uniqueness and exclusiveness of 
Christ as Redeemer to be lost sight of. 


In our judgment, nothing has done more to dull 
the spiritual perception and the witness of the 
Church than the unScriptural doctrine of the uni- 
versal fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man. This appeals to the wisdom of men and to 
man’s innate conceit but it is directly contrary to 
the clear teachings of the Bible and of historic 
Christianity. 


God is, of course, the Father of all men from the 
creation, but only those 
faith in the Son of 
God are God’s children in the spiritual sense—the 
sense which has to do with present relationship and 
future destiny. 


standpoint of origin, o1 
who have been born again by 


From the very beginning of the Christian Church 
there was a sense of mission, of urgency and of des- 
lo the Christian Church has been committed 
the message of the evangel, Christ the only hope of 
the individual and of society. Therefore, anything 
which fosters a sense of false brotherhood or of a 
society built on a unity, outside of a unity in Christ, 
is false to the very basic concept of Christianity. 


tiny 


It is this uniqueness which promotes evangelism, 
and all other directed to the 
bringing of men and nations to the foot of the 
Cross. Lose that sense of uniqueness and there comes 
a tolerance of false philosophies which may appeal 
to the intellect but which damns the soul. 


missions, activities 
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There are straws in the wind to indicate that 
some Church leaders look to international agree- 
ments and organizations to accomplish that which 
Christ alone can bring about. Recently there have 
been many articles and pronouncements which would 
align the Christian Church behind the United Na- 
tions. Such a course can be disastrous. Admitting 
the need for international conferences and for in- 
ternational agreements along many lines, such ac- 
tivities are entirely outside the realm of identifica- 
tion with Christianity itself, for the fact remains 
that we are dealing largely with pagan countries, 
with men and nations who either do not know or 
who have rejected Christ. 


Therefore, as we talk about “one world” and 
envision a great world-wide community of peoples 
and nations, let us face the fact that the world, as 
such, knows not God nor His Christ and we must 
put Him and Him alone at the head and at the 
center of our vision. Christianity is a minority faith. 
The Christian is among the few, not the majority. 
Christ will conquer, but not by any compromise, nor 
by any amalgamation with the 
ligions of the world. 


“oood” in the re 


Let us never for one minute lose sight of the 
unique and exclusive fact of Christianity: “J am 
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” - “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.” “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, where 
by we must be saved.” - - - “For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus.” 


God forbid that, in our desire tor ‘‘one world,” 
we should repeat the folly of Babel -L.N.B 


Martha And Mary 


A Study In Jesus’ Love 
And Their Faith 


(This is the first part of this study; 
continued in next issue). 


it will be 


“Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister.”” hese 
words from the eleventh of John are the key to 
the true understanding of our Lord’s dealings with 
these elect ladies. If we read the several accounts 
as given in Luke 10:35-42; John 11; and John 
12:1-8 with its parallels in Mk. 14:3-7, Mt. 26: 
6-13 through the eyes of the text that tells us of 
Jesus’ love for Martha and for her sister Mary we 
shall get a better perspective than if we take up 
the cudgels for either sister against the other. You 
see, Jesus was bigger than we are. He loved both, 
and He dealt with both of them in that love and 
wisdom and grace which called forth the faith and 
service and devotion of each. So there is a place 
in the life of His body for the service of both, and 
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the Church would be poorer without the lives oj 
either of these whom the Lord loved. 


It may be that those of us who pride ourselves or 
our full time Christian service and on that account 
are tempted to place ourselves above our brothers 
and sisters who pay our salaries, and who give then 
selves in living sermons rather than in preaching 
them, need to read and re-read Kipling’s THE sons 
OF MARTHA. His is not a fair exegesis of the Gos 
pels, but it may be just the antidote that our conceit 


needs: 


“The Sons of Mary seldom bother, for they have 
inherited that good part, 

But the Sons of Martha favor their mother of the 
careful soul and the troubled heart. 

And because she lost her temper once, and because 
she was rude to the Lord, her guest, 

Her Sons must wait upon Mary’s Sons—world 
without end, reprieve, or rest.” 


* * * * * * 


“Not as a ladder from earth to heaven, not as an 
altar to any creed, 

But simple service, simply given to his own kind 
in their common need 


* ££ & & H 


“And the Sons of Mary smile and are blessed 
they know the angels are on their side, 

Chey know in them is the grace confessed, and for 
them are the mercies multiplied. 

They sit at the Feet—they hear the Word—they 
know how truly the Promise runs. 

They have cast their burden upon the Lord, and 
the Lord—He lays it on Martha’s Sons.” 


We who wear the cloth or otherwise draw our 
salaries from the Church, may well blush that we 
have invited this caricature of the Gospel records. 
But whatever occasion we may have given Kipling 
or the world for this perversion of the Gospel ac- 
count, it is not true of Mary or of Martha, and 
most of all it is not true to our Lord. Let us look, 
then, at each of the three stories through the eyes of 
our text. 
l. 

In the account in Luke, our Lord Jesus is re- 
ceived by Martha into her home, while Mary also 
welcomes Him by sitting at His feet. Now the 
Lord Who was so received into this hospitable home 
s the Lord of love. In Him, God’s grace and truth 
entered that day into the Bethany home to enrich 
and bless each sister. The further accounts of the 
two sisters in John indicates that Jesus’ earlier visit 
did lead each sister to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
That Mary grew from the first visit is readily seen 
in John 12. It is not so generally recognized that 
Martha’s growth from the same first visit is the 
presupposition of John I]. This means that Jesus’ 
words to Martha were spoken in love and tender 
ness, and that under the marvel of His meekness 
and the grace of His Presence, Martha received His 
words as one that has understanding (Proverb: 
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17:10). The Lord's repetition Martha, Martha, 
expresses affection and concern, It was not her serv- 
ing that He rebuked, but the excess that lead to 
internal distraction and external agitation—n)t her 
service but her anxiety and her fault-finding. Jesus 
did not condemn the part that Martha took, but 
He did praise the part of Mary. Why not assume, 
then, that as a good disciple, Martha accepted the 
Word of her Lord? She left the dishes for later, 
and took her place also at the Master’s feet. And 
when she had lingered on everyone of the final 
words of Jesus, she sat beside Mary and asked her 
sister to repeat each word He had earlier spoken. 
She drank in the teaching of her Visitor directly 
and indirectly until faith was fed and nurtured 
in her heart. Jesus was to her the long-awaited 
Messiah Who asks the Fatl.er and receives heaven- 
ly mercies for those who look to Him: grace to re- 
ceive a rebuke, power to heal the leper, might to 


call the dead to life. —Wm.C.R. 





The Effect Of Church Union? 


Methodis: Church Loses 
28,904 Members In 1953 


“CHICAGO—The membership of the Metho- 
dist Church in the United States and its possessions 
took a slump last year. Figures recently released 
by Rev. Albert C. Hoover, director of the denomi- 
nation’s statistical office here, showed a total mem- 
bership of 9,151,524. Despite the fact that there 
were 406,153 baptisms in 1953, an over-all loss of 
28,904 was noted. 


Evangelicals in the denomination believe that 
the loss is due to two factors: (1) Apostasy from 
the Wesleyan and Biblical doctrines of the church, 
and (2) the trend toward Socialism and “Oxnam- 
ism” in the denomination’s political and social pro- 
gram. 


According to some of the arguments set forth 
for organic union, the Methodist union has proven 
a great success. From personal conversations with 
some Methodist ministers we know there is deep- 
seated dissatisfaction, particularly with the extreme- 
ly liberal literature supplied from their Board of 
Christian Education. 


The news release quoted above also shows that 
the “efficiency” of the large organizations is not 
quite as efficient as claimed. 





$6.00 WILL BUY 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
By Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
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From T exas- - 

“Please renew my Journal subscription (en- 
closed $2.50) for another year. I would hate to 
miss a single copy. I enjoy every page of it, and 
endorse every article printed on the subject of Pre- 
serving our Southern Presbyterian Church. I am 
praying night and day for the Journal and all of 
you editors and contributors. May God bless you 
and the Cause for which you and | stand.” 


From Mississippi— 


“T think the Southern Presbyterian Journal is 
doing a wonderful work. I hope you will keep on— 
and keep the Southern Presbyterian Church out of 
the proposed union.’ (Check enclosed for renewal). 





From Georgia— 


“Your pper is an inspiration and I hope every 
minister and every Christian leader may have the 
opportunity of seeing it. Enclosed is check for $5.00 
to pay for two subscriptions to the addresses given.” 


From North Carolina- 


“Please find enclosed my check for $2.50 to re- 
new my subscription to the best church paper in 
the South.” 


From Ken tucky— 


“Enclosed please find check for renewal of my 
subscription. I am a member of the U.S.A. Church, 
trying to be informed on all that is involved in 
the proposed ‘Plan of Union,’ the arguments for 
and against, and | find the Journal’s articles most 
helpful to a clear understanding. I am also helped 
by the fine spiritual tone of all the articles and their 
fairness in presenting the issues.” 

The following letter came from Rev. Robert 
Bull, Pastor, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, concern- 
ing Carl Hall, who was the Greenlease kidnapper. 
He was given a copy of Dr. Graham’s book, “Peace 
With God,” a few weeks before he was put to 
death for his crime. 


St. Paut’s EptscopaL CHURCH 
EIGHTEENTH AND WASHINGTON BLVD. 
KANSAS CITY, KAN. 


December 30, 1953. 


The Rev. Billy Graham, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Reverend and Dear Sir: 


Carl Hall had three final requests which | agreed 
to fulfill, if possible. 


One of them concerned you. 









































Carl read and reread your “Peace With God.” 
It had a great deal to do with his conversion. And 
he wanted me to express to you his deep apprecia- 
tion. 


That book | now have, for he autographed it 
and gave it to me the night he died. | shall treasure 
it for a dual purpose. 


May God bless you in your work, especially this 
Christmastide. With best wishes for the New Year, 
1 am cordially and 


Faithfully yours, 


The Rev. Robert H. Bull, 
Priest and Curate. 


Father Bull:I1:s. 


Can You Visualize This? 


A Chinese friend in Hongkong has just sent me 
by airmail a copy of a newspaper relating the de- 
tails of a devastating fire which occurred on Christ- 
mas Day in the refugee villages in the vicinity of 
Hongkong. 


These refugees have fled trom the Red Terror 
in China, and found asylum in Hongkong, where 
they have built thousands of wood huts and shan- 
ties. In these they manage to eke out a bare ex- 
istence. 


On Dec. 25, 1953 a fire swept through these 
villages, destroying 10,000 huts and leaving 100,- 
000 people homeless and destitute. 


This was the sixth fire and the largest to occur 
in these villages in 1953. The first destroyed 1,000 
houses leaving 6,000 people destitute; the second 
destroyed 400 homes affecting 2,200 people; the 
third destroyed 1,000 houses affecting over 4,000 
people; the fourth destroyed 80 houses affecting 
1,000 people; and the fifth only 29 houses affecting 
400 people. 


No doubt many refugees have suffered in more 
than one fire, and lost what little household goods 
and clothing they possessed. The condition of the 
refugees beggars thought and words. 


Much faithful Christian work has been done 
among these refugees, and many have become ear- 
nest Christians and inquirers. Some of my own 
former students are in Hongkong preaching the 
Gospel to these people, and organizing them into 
churches, 


| have felt led to send out copies of this letter to 
personal friends to appeal in behalf of these desti- 
tute refugees for prayer and gifts. 


No gift will be too small to be useful. No gift 
will be large enough to meet the crying need. 


If you feel led to send any gifts, just send to me 
and I will see that they reach Hong’song, and are 
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administered by a committee of Chinese and nis 
sionaries, 


“Inasmuch as ve did it unto one of the leas: of 
these my brethren ve did it unto me.” “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
Martin A. Hopkins 
2626 Hillegass Ave. 
Berkeley, Calif. 


ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 46 
“Twenty-Six To One” 


The Division of Evangelism of the Board of 
Church Extension has produced this most illumi- 
nating table of figures by which you may discover 
how active your Synod is in winning souls to Christ. 
Of course there is a wide variation in the score for 
individual churches, but even the very best soul 
winning churches fall far short of the mark. 


) See below. 
(1) ) 3) (4) (5) 


(6 
Alabama 202 32909 1100 29.9 5.45 
Appalachia 229. «41,649 1498 27.8 6.5 
Arkansas 137 21,238 ljgi gle %3 
Florida 164 52.850 2237 14.7 13.6 
Georgia 284 55.877 1833 30.5 6.5 
Kentucky 156 »=6. 25,545 _ 1083 23.6 6.9 
Louisiana 27 25.735 930 27.6 7.3 
Mississippi 250 =31,080 1040 29.9 4.16 
Missouri 116.. 22414. See Dd 77 
N. Carolina 624 123,928 4723 26.1 7.5 
Oklahoma 45 5,785 292 19.8 6.5 
S. Carolina 305 54.985 1876 29.3 6.1 
‘Tennessee 129 28,313 824 344 6.4 
Texas 372 89.463 3661 24.4 9.8 
Virginia 464 102,783 3556 28.9 7.6 
W. Virginia 128 30,362 1148 264 8.9 


(1) Synod in 1953. (2) Number of Churches Re 
porting. (3) Membership. (4+) Professions of Faith. 
(5) Number to Win One—Average. (6) Number 


of Members On Profession Per Church —Average 


Summing up, it appears that it required an aver 
age of twenty-six communicants to win one soul to 
Christ in the Southern Presbyterian Church during 
the year 1953. A considerable number, probabl) 
not less than 25°%, came through the Sunday School 
to be added “‘on profession of faith.” While these 
are highly important, yet it sharply reduces the 
number won by personal work of communicants out 
side the Sunday School. A multitude of church 
members are registering zero in this the main duty 
and privilege of the redeemed. 


Reader, how many did you win to Christ last 
vear? Don't tell me; just talk to God about it. 
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Col. Francis P. Miller And The 


Kenneth S. Keyes Meeting 
In Jackson, Miss. 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson, Miss. 


On January 18, 1954, as Chairman of the Volun- 
teer Committee Presbyterian Laymen, Jackson, 
Mississippi, | supervised the mailing of letters to 
hundreds of Presbyterians living in Mississippi, in- 
viting them to attend a meeting about Church 
Union at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, January 28, in 
the First Presbyterian Church in Jackson. These 
letters stated that Mr. Kenneth Keyes, a Ruling 
Elder from Miami, Florida, would be the principal 
speaker and would welcome any layman favoring 
union who wished to speak on the program with 
him. The letter also stated that, following the speak- 
ing, Mr. Keyes would gladly answer questions from 
those present. 


On Wednesday, January 20, at 7:00 P.M., Dr. 
John Reed Miller, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Jackson, phoned me that Dr. G. T. 
Gillespie, of Jackson, had received a long distance 
phone call from a Col. Francis P. Miller, of Char- 
lottesville, Virginia, to the effect that he, Colonel 
Miller, would like to speak in behalf of union at 
the Jackson meeting if he were welcome. Dr. Gil- 
lespie had kindly forwarded Col. Miller’s com- 
munication as information to Dr. Miller who, in 
turn, forwarded it to me as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. 


Neither Dr. Gillespie nor Dr. Miller were mem- 
bers of the Committee which consisted of fifteen 
Presbyterian Elders, all of whom had signed the 
Committee’s letter of January 18, 1954 convening 
the meeting in Jackson. Each of these Elders is 
known in Jackson and is listed in the local telephone 
directory. Why Colonel Miller did not get in 
direct touch with any of the members of our Com 
mittee | do not know. 


On the following day, Thursday, I was out of 
town from early morning until late at night, at- 
tending a meeting of our presbytery at Leland, 
Mississippi, as were three other members of out 
Committee. On Friday the press of business at the 
City Hall in Jackson, where I am a full-time City 
Commissioner, made it impossible for me to try to 
issemble our Committee. 


On Saturday morning, January 23, our Com- 
nittee met. I presented Colonel Miller's indirect 
ommunication to the Committee, stating frankly 
that I personally had never heard of Colonel Miller 
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until that current week, | stated further that | did 
not then know how much time Mr. Keyes, the 
principal speaker, would need in which to deliver 
his prepared address, for | had been unable to get 
in touch with Mr. Keves by long distance tele- 
phone although | had tried several times on Friday 
and on Saturday morning. | stated further that | 
did not then know whether other speakers in favor 
of union might ask to speak on the program with 


Mr. Keyes. 


lhe Committee asked me to convey the follow- 
ing message to our good friend, Dr. Gillespie, who 
had forwarded Colonel Miller’s communication 
through Dr. Miller to us, with the request that 
Dr. Gillespie please forward the message to Colonel 
Miller. The Committee’s message read: ““The Vol- 
unteer Committee Presbyterian Laymen, P. O. Box 
1461, Jackson Mississippi has received your com- 
munication through Dr. Gillespie. The Committee 
will communicate further with you early next week 
after contacting others on program and other pos- 
sible speakers from this Presbytery who may also 
request to appear on the program January 28.” 


Shortly after noon on Sunday, January 24, I re- 
ceived the following telegram sent by Colonel Mil- 
ler from Charlottesville, “Can be reached Tuesday, 
January 26th care of Doctor Cecil H. Lang, 1814 
Main Street, Dallas (1) Texas. Naturally do not 
wish to speak unless am allowed the same amount 
of time as Keyes.” 


On Monday, January 25, | received a letter from 
Mr. J. K. Morrison, of Jackson, a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church asking to speak in behalf 
of union at the meeting on January 28. Later on 
this same day | received a long distance telephone 
call from Mr. Keyes, who was then in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. In answer to my inquiry, Mr. Keyes 
stated that he should like to have fifty minutes in 
which to speak if there were no advocates of union 
on the program, but that he would want only forty 
minutes if union advocates were to appear on the 
program with him. 


The night of Monday, January 25, | wrote to 
\Ir. Morrison stating that he would be welcomed to 
speak on the program in behalf of union. I further 
told him that Mr. Keyes would be the only speaker 
who would oppose union and that he desired forty 
minutes in which to speak. | further stated that 
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forty minutes would be allocated to those who 
wished to speak for union, and as it was possible 
that there might be another speaker in behalf of 
union, Mr. Morrison would be granted twenty 
minutes in which to speak. 


On this same night, I, as Chairman of our Com 
mittee, sent the following Western Union night 
message to Colonel Miller, Dallas: “Keyes will 
be principal speaker opposing union on Jackson pro- 
gram. Union advocates at state wide Natchez meet- 
ing had three union speakers and no speaker to pre- 
sent anti union side. We have already had written 
request from one other advocate of union who de- 
sires to speak here Thursday and he has been an- 
swered affirmatively. Other union advocates may 
ask to speak on program. Pro union speakers includ- 
ing yourself are welcome but each must be limited 
strictly to a twenty minute maximum to keep meet- 
ing within allotted time. Meeting in Jackson on 
January 28 begins at 7:30 P.M. Question and 
answer period after speeches has already been pub- 
licly announced. Many attending must travel home 
by auto over hundred miles that night after meet- 
ing. Please telegraph whether you will be present 
on January 28.” 


During the afternoon of Tuesday, 
Colonel Miller sent me the following telegram from 
Dallas: “Your telegram makes it clear that my 
presence on evening January 28 would be super- 
fluous and consequently I prefer not to intrude. 
This is a great disappointment to me since for both 
family and Church reasons there is no place w here 
I would rather speak for reunion than in Jackson.” 


January 206, 


At approximately noon on Wednesday, January 
27, a newspaper reporter of one of Jackson’s daily 
newspapers came to the City Hall and showed me a 
mimeographed page which the editor of that news- 
paper had handed to the reporter. I phoned to the 
editor, who is a friend of mine and a church officer, 
asking him from what source the mimeographed 
page had come. The editor said that he did not 
know whether the mimeographed page had been 
received through the mail had been brought to 
his office by some visitor; the editor had found it on 
his desk Wednesday morning. The mimeographed 
page in question reads as follows: 


“OF GREAT INTEREST THIS WEEK ... TO 
MISSISSIPPI PRESBYTERIANS ... AND 
OUR ENTIRE CHURCH 


Will Colonel Francis Pickens Miller. as an 
advocate of Presbyterian Reunion, be allowed 
to speak in Jackson Thursday night? 


At the present hour the question is unsettled. 

You have doubtless been invited to hear Mr. 
Keyes, the Miami real estate man, speak 
against union at the First Church, Jackson, 


Thursday night, Jan. 28. The meeting is under 
the auspices of the “Volunteer Presbyterian 


Lavmen Ss Committee.’ 
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This information sent throughout Miss 
sippi, according to our information, stated th 
Mr. Keyes would welcome any layman wih 
might wish to speak for union from the san 
platform with him. 


It so happened that Colonel Miller, betwee 
speaking engagements in Dallas, New Orlear 
and Houston, would be in that general vicinit 
and would like to take advantage of the oppor 
tunity. He requested the privilege of —— 
the Keyes invitation, sharing the time, in line 
with our General Assembly’s instruction that 
pro and con of the issue be presented through 
out the church. 


The VPLC held a meeting to consider 
No decision was reached. The executive com 
mittee of the VPLC held another meeting. 
Still no decision. 7/F Colonel Miller should be 
allowed to speak at Jackson meeting he 
would have to be notified while in Dallas on 
Tuesday, but to this hour on Monday we have 
not heard whether the Jackson meeting will 
measure up to Mr. Keyes’ offer or not. 


W ho Is Colonel Miller: 


He is a Presbyterian elder of Charlottesville, 
Va. He was an officer on Gen. Eisenhower’s 
staff in Europe. He served in both World 
Wars. 


For ten years he was executive secretary of 
the World Student Christian Federation, suc- 
ceeding John R. Mott in that position. 


He comes from a long line of Presbyterian 
ministers and elders and Army officers. 


One ancestor (his namesake) was Governor 
Pickens who ordered the opening of fire on 
Fort Sumter. 


A grandfather was the Rev. John Henry 
Miller, pastor at Pontotoc, who led Confeder- 
ate troops and was killed by renegades in 


March, 1863. 


Colonel Miller’s father, Henry, also a min- 
ister, was born in 1855 in Pontotoc. Another 
child of the same family, Mary Eliza, became 
Mrs.. Wm. Calvin Wells: another, Sarah 
Noble; Mrs. Henry Miller Wells. 


With his deeply rooted background, his 
many Mississippi connections, the question has 
added interest: 


Will he be permitted to speak in Jackson 
Thursday night along with Mr. Keyes? 

(This information has been gathered by 
The Presbyterian Outlook. The denouement 


will be published our columns).” 


I had no knowledge of the existence of this mimeo- 
graphed page until the newspaper reporter showed 
it to me on Wednesday, January 27. The local 
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newspaper, of course, did not choose to print the 
nimeographed data in its columns or refer to it in 
inv way. Incidentally, the mimeographed sheet not 
only had the name of our Committee wrong, but 
gave it an “executive committee” which it does not 
have, and also reported that the Committee held 
one more meeting after receiving Colonel Miller's 
communication than actually took place. 


On Thursday night, January 28, the scheduled 
meeting regarding church union was held in the 
First Presbyterian Church in Jackson. The Moder- 
itor of the meeting, Mr. Stokes V. Robertson, Sr., 
, Ruling Elder in the First Presbyterian Church in 
Jackson, invited all those who wished to speak in 
favor of union to come to the front of the sanctu 
ary in order that the time might be divided among 
them. Mr. Morrison, of Jackson, was the only 
union advocate to come forward, and he spoke for 
approximately twenty three minutes. Mr. Morrison 
spoke of his own volition, and he was welcome to 
speak on the program. 


Had Colonel Miller been present, he would 
have been shown every courtesy and he would have 
been granted twenty minutes in which to speak in 
behalf of church union. 


This narrative is written in detail principally tor 
the purpose of refuting with fact and truth any mis- 
representations which may arise regarding whether 
or not Colonel Miller was welcome to speak at the 
meeting in the First Presbyterian Church in Jack 
son, Mississippi on January 28, 1954. 


THE TITHE 


Questions And Answers 





Q. Suppose I am able to support my family 
only by close economy: should I pay one- 
tenth? 


\. Yes. And for no other reason than because 
the remaining nine-tenths will go further. 


Q. Strange logic that. Can it really be true? 


\. | believe it to be absolutely true, and the 
reasons are based on the personal testimony of 
thousands who have tested it. Will you not try it 
and prove its truthfulness? Now I admit that if 
vou should do it for this purpose only, you would, 
or at least ought to be, disappointed. But | take it 
tor granted that you are a Christian, that you want 
to honor God with your substance, that you do 
trust His promises, and that you want to do your 
duty. With these motives you will not be disap- 
pointed. But do not make the mistake of judging a 
lifetime by the experience of a few weeks or months. 


Thomas Kane, Quoted by Layman. 


The above has been fully confirmed to me by 
my own personal experience. Send the Journal your 
questions about tithing; they can be answered—and 
satisfactorily —W.C.S. ) 
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SURVIVORSHIP ANNUITIES 


offer these advantages: 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, you as a 
donor to World Missions will receive for 
yourself (or anyone you designate) a 
specified annual income, and that same 
income, if you desire, will be paid to a 
surviving loved one after you have pass- 
ed on 


Furthermore, these Annuity returns are not 
subject to fluctuations like the income 
from other types of investment. They are 
guaranteed by this Board, which has a 
record of over 50 years of meeting all its 
amnuity obligations promptly and in full. 


Another advantage of our Annuity Gift 
Plan is that you can administer your own 
estate, yet still receive a good income 
from your property as long as you or your 
survivor live. Finally, after all the obliga- 
tions of your Annuity Contract have been 
met by our Board, your original gift will 
be used to spread the Gospel in foreign 
fields. 


We will be happy to give you full informa- 
tion about this Annuity Gift Plan of ours, 
without cost or obligation. Just write: 


CURAT BR MEARM, TREASURER 


” To Foreign AUisstons a Share™ 



























Boarp or Wor.p Missions 
Pressvremian Ceurcn in the Unrreo Stares 


POST OFFICE BOX 530, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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Money Talks 


A big silver dollar and a little brown cent 
Rolling along together they went, 
Rolling along the smooth sidewalk, 
When the dollar remarked—for the dollar can 
talk, 
You poor little cent, you poor little mite, 
I’m bigger and more than twice as bright; 
I’m worth more than you a hundredfold, 
And written on me in letters bold 
Is the motto drawn from the pious creed, 
“In God We Trust,” which all may read. 
I know, said the cent, I’m a cheap little mite, 
And I know I’m not big, nor good, nor bright. 
And yet, said the cent, with a meek little sigh, 
You don’t go to church as often as I. 


—Author unknown 
(from The First Presbyterian 
Church News, Tampa, Fla.) 


LIQUOR 


Wrecking Many Homes! 


Alcoholism is taking its tragic toll with the Amer- 
ican home as its chief victim. According to statistics, 
75 per cent of the beer consumption in America is 
drunk in the home. A recent issue of the Clipsheet, 
an anti-liquor paper published by the Board of 
Temperance of the Methodist Church, reveals the 
frightful inroads drink is making upon the home. 
It states: 


“An analytical study of the news columns of 
the American press reveals a terrifically appalling 
problem arising out of the increasing abuse of chil- 
dren and women, not only in taverns, on the streets, 
in public places of recreation, but in the homes.” 


It seems to be the avowed purpose of the brewing 
industry to invade the households of the nation. 


The author declares that the havoc drink creates 
has been “‘f: — tated by the perfection of cans adapt- 
ed to the dispensing of beer and by the increasing 
use of grocery stores for the distribution of ferment- 
ed malt liquors.’ 


has only 
“personal safety, train- 
What so often occurs at home, 


The child in its home, they comment, 
its parents to depend on for 
ing and maintenance. 
unless it is extremely violent seldom appears in the 
newspaper, and what does appear, 
probability many 


indicates in all 
other revolting and horrible events 
which are never known outside the four walls of the 
dwelling.” -Civic Bulletin. 


The above was written in September, 1950. Dur- 
ing the past two years the advent of television in 
many thousands of homes has alarmingly stepped 
up the sales of beer for home consumption. Mil- 
lions of little children are being familiarized with 
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the quaffing of foaming glasses of beer as “a harm. 
less and delightful beverage,” a smart way to enter. 
tain guests. They are singing the beer jingle: and 
talking the beer language. They are being trained t 
become the beer consumers of the future anc the 
brewers are employing the highest priced talent and 
facilities to assure future sales in ever increasing 
volume, 


The liquor interests spent $250,000,000 in 1952 
for advertising. When the figures for 1953 ar 
known they will doubtless be considerably greater 
while thousands of TV antannae are being installed 
over the home life of Americans each month. 


—W.C.S. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 21 


The Man 


Background Scripture: John 9. Devotion- 
al Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Born Blind 


Last Sabbath we saw that Unbelief hardens the heart and mind. The Jews who questioned, and refused 
to accept the evidence which was so clearly presented to them ended up by being offended in Him and 
went so far as to call Him a “Samaritan,” one of the most offensive of all the mean things they said about 
Jesus: “Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil.’ In the last verse of chapter eight we 
are told that they took up stones to stone Him. Unbelief hardens men until they persecute and put to 


death those who are telling them the truth. The 
very fact that they know it is the truth, makes them 
harder; you cannot reason with men who take this 
attitude. Truth rejected and scorned turns men 
into stone. (Is not this one reason that our “Talks” 
with the Communists are so fruitless?) 


In today’s lesson we see how unbelief blinds the 
eyes of the soul, while faith opens them. We have 
in this chapter a two-fold revelation: the Pharisees, 
who were the enlightened class, the ones who knew 
the Law, became blind through Unbelief, while the 
beggar, who knew nothing of Scripture, not only 
had his physical eyesight restored, but had the “eyes 
of his heart opened.” “For judgment I am come 
into this world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind.”’ The 
same light which opens some eyes, closes others. 


In our Devotional Reading we are told that 
those who were “far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.” The blind beggar was one oft 
these “far off” strangers and foreigners, so to speak, 
who were brought into the family and household of 
faith. 


I. The Miracle Itself; 


Another “Sign”: 1-7. 


This man, blind from his birth, caused the 
disciples to ask the question, Master, Who did sin, 
this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 
It is very common to attribute some misfortune 
to some particular sin. Very often we hear people 
say, What have I done that this has come upon me? 
Jesus’ answer shows us that this sort of reasoning 
is wrong. In the case of the blind man, it was not 
the sin of the man or his parents which had caused 
his misfortune. Sometimes we can see a very clear 
connection between a man’s troubles or sickness 
and the sinful life he has led, for sin does result 
in sickness and sorrow. There are striking examples 
of the very best kind of people who have lots of 
trials and tragedies and pain, while bad men and 
women seem to escape these afflictions. We should 
remember the testing of Job. 


This man was to be used as one of the “signs” 
to convince the people that Jesus was the Son of 
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God; “that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him,” and these works of God were 
Jesus’ credentials. He is showing Himself as the 
Light of the world. 


The man showed his faith by obeying the com- 
mand of Jesus: Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. 
The anointing with clay was a help to his faith. 
When Jesus healed the man with the withered 
hand, He commanded him to stretch forth his 
hand; when He healed the paralytic borne of four, 
He told him to Rise. take his bed, and walk. Faith 
responds by acts. So, today, Jesus says to men, Be- 
lieve, and be saved. Some, by faith, believe and are 
saved: others refuse. We show our faith by our 
works; by obedience. 


[his man’s faith was imperfect, and it is inter- 
to see his spiritual eyesight 
restored even as the eyes of his body had been 
opened. Jesus did not stop until the “eyes of his 
heart” had been enlightened, and his knowledge 
complete. 


Il. The Growing Faith of the Blind Man 


esting to see it grow: 


Balance of Chapter 


I wish to select a few verses in this long drawn 
out discussion between the man and the Pharisees, 
to show some of the steps in his increasing faith. 


Verse eleven gives his answer to the question of 
the people, How were thine eyes opened? He re- 
plied that ‘‘a man called Jesus” had performed the 
miracle. This is as far as faith had led him. He 
knew nothing of Jesus, not even where He was, but 
he simply and clearly gave his testimony as to what 
had taken place, and he was never shaken in that 
testimony, or ashamed to state what he knew, that 
whereas he was blind, now he saw. This was a 
good starting-point. 


Verse seventeen shows that, as he thought about 
his experience, his faith had become stronger. 
“What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened 
He said, He is a prophet. His faith, 


thine eves?” 
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and his reason too, made him see that Jesus could 
be no ordinary man; he must be a man sent from 
God; a man who spoke for God. 


When the Jews insisted that Jesus was a sinner, 
the man who had been blind, scornfully rejected 
such false logic. At first he said, Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, that, 
whereas | was blind, now I see. Then in verse 
thirty-three he gives the result of his reasoning: 
If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 
God does not hear wicked men, His logic is excel- 
lent, and they could give no answer to such clear 
and common sense reasoning. They, as people often 
do, when defeated in argument, resort to scorn and 
persecution. “Dost thou teach us?” they replied, 
and they cast him out. 


Jesus finds him and asks him the direct question, 
Dost thou believe on the Son of God? Who is he 
Lord, that I might believe on Him? Thou hast 
both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with thee. 
And he said, Lord, I believe, and he worshipped 
Him. “These are written that ye might believe.” 
We have here the growing faith of one who was 
willing to believe. Notice the steps in his increasing 
faith: “A man called Jesus’; “He is a prophet”; 
he is a good man; “Lord, I believe.”’ Does it not 
seem that any man, starting out with “A man called 
Jesus,” and studying all the evidence with an open 
mind, is bound to end up by saying, He is the Son 
of God? I believe that any honest Unitarian, if he 
will follow the same clear and logical reasoning of 
this man who had been blind, will be bound to 
come to the same conclusion. If Jesus is a “Good 
Man,” then He is far more; He is the Son of God. 


III. The Growing Blindness of the Pharisees: 
Balance of Chapter. 


Just as the faith of the blind man led him to see 
and acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, so the 
unbelief of the Jews, and especially of the Pharisees, 
led them in the opposite direction. The Gospel is 
either a “savor of life unto life,” or a “savor of 
death unto death”; it either makes men softer or 
harder. F. W. Boreham says in one place that Re- 
ligion makes some people better and it makes some 
people worse. The Religion of the Pharisees made 
them worse, instead of better, for their religion was 
all on the outside; it never reached the heart and 
life. There were steps in this growing blindness of 
these hypocrites and | wish to point out some of 
these. 


In verse sixteen we read these words: Therefore 
said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not the Sabbath Day. They were 
allowing their prejudice and faulty thinking to 
lead them to an utterly false conclusion. They had 
made the Sabbath Day a burden by their man- 
made regulations and restrictions, and disregarded 
the higher law of Love to men. We have people 
who reason in a similar fashion today. They set up 
certain laws and standards which they place above 
the law of God. Whoever violates one of these is 
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a “sinner,” no matter how good he may be in his 
life and conduct. Jesus often healed people on the 
Sabbath Day, and this conflicted with the Pharisees’ 
idea of Sabbath observance. 


In verse twenty-four they say, We know that 
this man is a sinner. The cured man said, He is a 
prophet; the blind Pharisees said of the same Man, 
He is a sinner. What made the difference? Unbelief 
blinded and hardened the hearts and minds of the 
Pharisees, while a growing Faith opened the eyes 
of the man who had been blind. 


“Dost thou teach us?” Pride and Unbelief ofte: 
go together. They were two of the demons that 
possessed the hearts of the Pharisees. Too proud to 
be taught! We have people like that in our day, and 
some of them are teachers in our Colleges and 
Universities. Well would it be for them if the 
had sense enough to be taught! Remember what 
Jesus said in His prayer, Thou hast hidden these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Many a “babe” who is willing 
to believe is far wiser than the so-called wise man 
whose mind is full of doubts. 


“They cast him out.” Their unbelief leads to 
persecution. I cannot but think of the many thou 
sands of men and women who were excommunicated 
by the Church in its proud and haughty days when 
the Reformation was getting started. 


“Are we blind also?” I thought I would find 
something good on this question if I turned t 
Bishop Ryle, and here it is: “The rulers of the Jews 
were fully persuaded that they knew all religious 
truth. ‘Are we blind also?’, they cried. And then 
came the mighty sentence, If ye were blind, ye 
should have no sin; but now ye say, We see: there 
fore your sin remaineth.”’ 


Knowledge undoubtedly is a great blessing - - 
But when knowledge only sticks in a man’s head, 
and has no influence over his heart and life, it be- 
comes a most perilous possession, And when, in ad- 
dition to this, its possessor is self-conceited and 
self-satisfied, and fancies he knows everything, the 
result is one of the worse states of mind into which 
man can fall. There is far more hope about him 
who says, | am a poor blind sinner and want God 
to teach me; than about him who is ever saying, 
“T know it,” “I know it,” “I am not ignorant,” and 
yet cleaves to his sins. The sin of that man remain- 
eth, - - - Let us never forget that the devil himself 
is a creature of vast head-knowledge. 


I often see some statement about “the assured 
results of scholarship,” and the opinions of the so- 
called “authorities,” and | take all this with several 
grains of salt. | would rather trust the simple faith 
of one who is instructed by the Holy Spirit than 
all these others. Brains are good; but brains without 
faith and humility are a dangerous possession. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 21 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Ometepec 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” 
Prayer 

Scripture: John 10:1-16 

Hymn: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
General Offering 

Hymn: “More Love To Thee, O Christ” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our program tonight deals with one of the finan- 
cial objectives which Assembly’s Youth Council 
has chosen for this year. A part of our benevolent 
gifts will go to the mission station at Ometepec, 
Mexico, so we shall do well to know something 
about this work and the progress that is being made 
there. 


In the late spring of 1952 a young doctor, James 
Boyce, and a young minister, John Wood, and their 
families arrived in the town of Ometepec to estab- 
lish a new mission station. It is really a pioneer 
endeavor, because their station is farther west and 
farther south than any other of our mission stations 
in Mexico. In good weather the town is accessible 
by Jeep, but during the long wet season the only 
way to the outside world is by air. 


Already this new work is showing progress, and 
it is proving the wisdom of those who had faith to 
envision it and to undertake it. Our three speakers 
will tell us something of the successes, problems, and 
needs of our Ometepec missionaries and their work. 


First Speaker 


In the year and a half that Rev. Mr. Wood and 
Dr. Boyce have been in Ometepec many things have 
happened to encourage them. They have been most 
successful in reaching the children and the sick. 
They also had the advantage of finding a few devout 
Christians already living in their area, These Chris- 
tians had moved in from other places where Christ 
has already been preached. Naturally, these believers 
afford the missionaries some very valuable contacts 
with the other natives, 


The children have flocked to the homes of the 
missionaries to play. They had never seen toys and 
play equipment. Mrs. Boyce and Mrs. Wood are, 
tor all practical purposes, in the business of operat- 
ng a nursery. The women use this opportunity to 
teach the children Christian songs and to tell them 
the stories of Jesus and the Bible. Their parents 
seem to be glad both for the play and the teaching. 
Che general reaction of the towns people is one of 
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interest and gratitude. Some of the adults have been 
interested by means of their children taking part 
in the play times. 


Dr. Boyce is the only doctor in the whole area, 
and he has a tremendous amount of work to do, At 
first he had a clinic in his own home. Recently, 
though, he has been able to secure the house across 
the street for his clinic. Health conditions are ter- 
rible, and he has been able to minister to many 
people. As he has healed their bodies he has told 
them of the Gospel which can heal the fatal sickness 
of their souls. People in other towns and villages 
nearby are begging for clinics. There are really 
more opportunities than one doctor has means and 
strength to meet. 


The missionaries have not yet been able to build 
a church, but services are held regularly at the 
homes of the missionaries. Many have shown an 
interest in these services, especially the singing. 
There is also interest in the Bible. Some natives 
have been found who have been reading the Scrip- 
tures in spite of the threats of the local priests. 
These are anxious to receive further teaching, and 
have shown a willingness to bring their friends for 
instruction. 


There are some villages in the Ometepec region 
where not even the Catholics have gone. These are 
really virgin fields for mission work. 


Second Speaker 


You have heard some of the opportunities and 
successes Our missionaries have met. | shall tell you 
about some of their problems. 


The people are grossly ignorant, and while this 
presents an opportunity for teaching, it also limits 
the amount of Christian teaching that can be done. 
It also opens the door to grave misunderstandings 
which could be very detrimental to the work of the 
mission. One problem that has come up frequently 
is what to do with people who suffer from incurable 
diseases. If the missionary treats them and they are 
not healed, he may be ignorantly accused of killing 
them. 


The poverty of the people and its effects on the 
whole region greatly limit the work of the mission- 
aries, but the cloud that always hangs dark over 
their heads is the opposition of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Except for an antagonistic parade and 
demonstration when they arrived in town, the open 
opposition has been held to a minimum. The priests 
have made the people to suspect the motives of the 
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missionaries and have forbade the reading of the 
Scriptures. This opposition is always a dangerous 
and unknown factor. 


The movie house and the saloon stand side by 
side in Ometepec. This is a significant arrangement, 
because those two places provide most of the enter- 
tainment offered to the citizens of the town. The 
missionaries are very obviously faced by the prob- 
lem of idleness and low morals. 


Third Speaker 


Anyone who has given careful attention to what 
the two previous speakers have said will already 
have a good idea of the needs at Ometepec. I shall 
try to mention a few of the things which are most 
needed. 


In the Ometepec region there are no good, all- 
weather roads, but there are twenty-five or thirty 
landing strips for airplanes. The Mexicans have 
gone directly from the ox cart to the air age. Dr. 
Boyce has his pilot’s license, and he desperately 
needs a plane. An airplane would mean the differ- 
ence between minutes and days in reaching some 
of the villages where medical and spiritual help is 
needed. 


Our offerings have already provided many sup- 
plies for this work, but supplies are exhaustible . . . 
especially medical supplies. If there had been an 
incubator, a baby’s life might have been saved. 
Supplies for the church are needed, and toys and 
recreation equipment for the nursery. All of these 
things can be very important in reaching people 
for Christ, and that is the expressed aid of our 
missionaries, 


Finally, they need more helpers. There is much 
more to be done than these four fine people can 
possibly do. There are about fifty thousand people 
in the Ometepec area. We would be shocked if we 
were told that we had a city of fifty thousand in- 
habitants in the United States with only one doc- 
tor and one minister. We would know that even 
with every modern convenience and facility they 
could not do all the work to be done. How then 
are these missionaries to make out who are trying 
to work in the midst of primitive ways and a scat- 
tered population. Let us pray that God will send 
more workers to this field. 


(Have a prayer of dedication for the money that 
is being sent by the Y. P. to Ometepec). 
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Women’s Work 


Undergirding W ith Prayer 








There is no doubt that God means for His work 
to be done through men and women of prayer. In 
His Word He sets forth great statements concern 
ing the Christian and his use of prayer and gives all 
encouragement to those who would be used in His 
service: 


“Call unto me and I will answer thee and show 
thee great and mighty things which thou know 
est not.” 


‘Ask and it shall be given you; seek and ye shal 
find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” 


“All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer belie 
ing, ye shall receive.” 


“Pray without ceasing.”’ 


The whole emphasis in the Evangelistic Season in 
our Church, March through April, points toward 
“undergirding with prayer,” for our leaders know 
that it is by prayer that God intends His work to 
be done. The people of the Church are called to 
put themselves at God’s disposal through prayer 
that He may use them yet more fully to make 
Christ known. As we would prepare to reach others 
for Christ, let us first seek God in order that we 
may have power to reach man. 


The Ministers of the Church have been requested 
to establish prayer groups among their people 
small, informal neighborhood prayer groups of 
women ; others of men; others of young people that 
will meet in various parts of the church community 
for the express purpose of praying together about 
the local church’s outreach with the gospel message 
of redemption for all people. Women are especially 
urged to cooperate in this movement and to establish 
in every neighborhood a small informal prayer 
group that will be open to other women, when to 
gether with fellow-Christians they will seek God 
in prayer and link their weakness with His almighty 
power and let the Lord use them to the profit and 
blessing of other people outside of the Church; 
also enlist those who have not vet found joy in their 
service for Christ. 


Any individual interested in beginning a neigh 
borhood prayer group will find helpful direction in 
the leaflet “Growing Through Prayer and Fellow 
ship.” (3c). With even two concerned individuals 
an effective group may be begun; then as growth is 
experienced that group may divide and there will 
be small groups emerging throughout the church 
community. 


As we follow this simple procedure there is no 
doubt but our fellowship will grow sweet and strong 
and people will take knowledge of us that we have 
been with Jesus. 
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Whatever the plans for the local church, as 
women let us cooperate through the medium of 
prayer and yield ourselves to God to help answer 
the petitions which we make of Him for the saving 
of people, the expansion of the church, the growth 
of the Kingdom. 


Report On Largest Allied 
Youth Post In The World 


AMARILLO, Tex.—lIn regard to your request for 
information about our Amarillo Allied Youth Post 
it is true that our Post in Amarillo High School 
is the largest in the world. It has a membership of 
|,260 out of a high school enrollment of 2,400. The 
general sponsor of the organization, Mrs. Kimmins, 
reports an average attendance of 750 to 800 at its 
meetings. As far as | can find out, this is the only 
post in Amarillo, there being none in the Negro 
school. 


Che program of the local organization is two 
told — educational and recreational. Once each 
month in the evening, an educational program is 
presented in the high school auditorium at which 
time an outstanding speaker attempts to impress 
on the students the evils of the use of alcoholic 
beverages and their harmful effects. One speaker 
this year was a state officer of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous; another was a minister of one of our local 
Presbyterian Churches who can speak in a lan 
guage that young people understand and is very 
fine in Christian youth work. 


One other thing the local club does is worthy of 
special note. At each football game played in Ama- 
rillo Stadium, just before the kick-off, the president 
makes an impressive appeal over the loud speaker 
that there be no drinking in the stadium and that 
the sport be kept clean. 


Besides the usual officers, the organization is set 
up with five special committees, each one headed 
by a chairman and a faculty sponsor, These com 
mittees are: Membership, Program, Publicity, Fi- 
nance, and Social. The officers, committee chair- 
men, and sponsors make up the Executive Com- 
mittee which meets once each month to handle 
business matters and present them to the larger 
body at the general meeting. 


Just as in the case in our churches, Allied Youth 
has weaknesses and discrepancies, and some who 
join its ranks do not live up to its principles, yet it 
s a very worthwhile organization. Even those mem- 
vers who are occasionally found using alcoholic 
beverages are kept on the roll in the hope that they 
may be helped by the character building nature of 
the program. Even if only a few young people are 
helped each year, it is worthwhile. 


-Mrs. Henry S. Wilson, 


Amarillo, Texas. 
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Blessings For All Alike 


It was no accident that our forefathers proclaim- 
ed that all men are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights. When we strive to estab- 
lish these blessings for all we show sanity and de- 
cency. Race Relations Sunday on February 14 is a 
demonstration of the fact that we are, as Christians, 
uneasy in conscience but awake to the symptoms of 
the sickness of which our churches have been ac- 
cused by men of other colors and creeds. On this 
Sunday let us match creed with deed. 


* * * * * 


| am only one, but | am one. | cannot do every- 
thing, but I can do something. What I can do | 
ought to do; and by the Grace of God, I will do! 


Missions Council Church Calendar. 


The 1954 Workbook 


Phe 1954 Workbook is a “Must” to every Pres- 
byterian Woman. The Workbook is always a neces- 
sary tool in successfully carrying on the work of 
the Women of the Church and this year it is espe- 
cially good. From the very first page, with our seal 
and the second with our Goal and Object, through 
to the last page, you will find it better and more 
helpful than ever. 


As we would like, more each year, to stress the 
Spiritual growth of the women, I| feel the Work- 
book is a fine guide. It has excellent help for our 
circle meetings; what a wonderful gift it would 
be for our “shut-ins.” 


In the Workbook this year are listed fine readings 
on our yearly emphases which can be used in elec- 
tive study or personally. And I do not want to 
neglect to call your attention to the Calendar of 
Special Days and Events, the map of Paul’s journey 
ind the Sunday-school lesson topics. 


As you “study to show thyself approved unto 
God" and with the promise “Ask, and it shall be 
given vou,” it is sincerely hoped that every woman 
in Florida, as well as throughout the Assembly, 
will avail themselves of the wonderful helps found 
in the 1954 Worksook. 


(Mrs. Russell) Mary Nell Bogue, 
President Women of the Church, 
Synod of Florida. 
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missionaries and have forbade the reading of the 
Scriptures. This opposition is always a dangerous 
and unknown factor. 


The movie house and the saloon stand side by 
side in Ometepec. This is a significant arrangement, 
because those two places provide most of the enter- 
tainment offered to the citizens of the town. The 
missionaries are very obviously faced by the prob- 
lem of idleness and low morals 


Third Speaker 


Anyone who has given careful attention to what 
the two previous speakers have said will already 
have a good idea of the needs at Ometepec. I shall 
try to mention a few of the things which are most 
needed. 


In the Ometepec region there are no good, all- 
weather roads, but there are twenty-five or thirty 
landing strips for airplanes. The Mexicans have 
gone directly from the ox cart to the air age. Dr. 
Boyce has his pilot’s license, and he desperately 
needs a plane. An airplane would mean the differ- 
ence between minutes and days in reaching some 
of the villages where medical and spiritual help is 
needed. 


Our offerings have already provided many sup- 
plies for this work, but supplies are exhaustible . . . 
especially medical supplies. If there had been an 
incubator, a baby’s life might have been saved. 
Supplies for the church are needed, and toys and 
recreation equipment for the nursery. All of these 
things can be very important in reaching people 
for Christ, and that is the expressed aid of our 
missionaries, 


Finally, they need more helpers. There is much 
more to be done than these four fine people can 
possibly do. There are about fifty thousand people 
in the Ometepec area. We would be shocked if we 
were told that we had a city of fifty thousand in- 
habitants in the United States with only one doc- 
tor and one minister. We would know that even 
with every modern convenience and facility they 
could not do all the work to be done. How then 
are these missionaries to make out who are trying 
to work in the midst of primitive ways and a scat- 
tered population. Let us pray that God will send 
more workers to this field. 


(Have a prayer of dedication for the money that 


is being sent by the Y. P. to Ometepec). 
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Women’s Work 


Undergirding With Prayer 








There is no doubt that God means for His work 
to be done through men and women of prayer. Ir 
His Word He sets forth great statements concern- 
ing the Christian and his use of prayer and gives all 
encouragement to those who would be used in His 
service : 


“Call unto me and | will answer thee and show 
thee great and mighty things which thou know 
est not.” 


‘Ask and it shall be given you; seek and ye shal 
find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” 


“All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer belies 
ing, ve shall receive.” 


“Pray without ceasing.” 


The whole emphasis in the Evangelistic Season in 
our Church, March through April, points toward 
“undergirding with prayer,” for our leaders know 
that it is by prayer that God intends His work to 
be done. The people of the Church are called to 
put themselves at God’s disposal through prayer 
that He may use them yet more fully to make 
Christ known, As we would prepare to reach others 
for Christ, let us first seek God in order that we 
may have power to reach man. 


The Ministers of the Church have been requested 
to establish prayer groups among their people- 
small, informal neighborhood prayer groups of 
women ; others of men; others of young people that 
will meet in various parts of the church community 
for the express purpose of praying together about 
the local church’s outreach with the gospel message 
of redemption for all people. Women are especiall) 
urged to cooperate in this movement and to establish 
in every neighborhood a small informal prayer 
group that will be open to other women, when to 
gether with fellow-Christians they will seek God 
in prayer and link their weakness with His almighty 
power and let the Lord use them to the profit and 
blessing of other people outside of the Church; 
also enlist those who have not yet found joy in their 
service for Christ. 


Any individual interested in beginning a neigh 
borhood prayer group will find helpful direction in 
the leaflet “Growing Through Prayer and Fellow 
ship.” (3c). With even two concerned individuals 
an effective group may be begun; then as growth is 
experienced that group may divide and there will 
be small groups emerging throughout the church 
community. 


As we follow this simple procedure there is no 
doubt but our fellowship will grow sweet and strong 
and people will take knowledge of us that we have 
been with Jesus. 
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Whatever the plans for the local church, as 
women let us cooperate through the medium of 
prayer and vield ourselves to God to help answer 
the petitions which we make of Him for the saving 
of people, the expansion of the church, the growth 
of the Kingdom. 


Report On Largest Allied 
Youth Post In The W orld 


AMARILLO, T'ex.—In regard to your request for 
information about our Amarillo Allied Youth Post 
it is true that our Post in Amarillo High School 

is the largest in the world. It has a membership of 
|.260 out of a high school enrollment of 2,400. The 
general sponsor of the organization, Mrs. Kimmins, 
reports an average attendance of 750 to 806 at its 
meetings. As far as | can find out, this is the only 
post in Amarillo, there being none in the Negro 


school. 


Che program of the local organization is two- 
told — educational and recreational. Once each 
month in the evening, an educational program is 
presented in the high school auditorium at which 
time an outstanding speaker attempts to impress 
on the students the evils of the use of alcoholic 
beverages and their harmful effects. One speaker 
this year was a state officer of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous; another was a minister of one of our local 
Presbyterian Churches who can speak in a lan 
guage that young people understand and is very 
fine in Christian youth work. 


One other thing the local club does is worthy of 
special note. At each football game played in Ama- 
rillo Stadium, just before the kick-off, the president 
makes an impressive appeal over the loud speaker 
that there be no drinking in the stadium and that 
the sport be kept clean 


Besides the usual officers, the organization is set 
up with five special committees, each one headed 
by a chairman and a faculty sponsor. These com 
mittees are: Membership, Program, Publicity, Fi- 
nance, and Social. The officers, committee chair 
men, and sponsors make up the Executive Com- 
mittee which meets once each month to handle 
business matters and present them to the larger 
body at the general meeting. 


Just as in the case in our churches, Allied Youth 
has weaknesses and discrepancies, and some who 
join its ranks do not live up to its principles, yet it 
s a very worthwhile organization. Even those mem- 
vers who are occasionally found using alcoholic 
heverages are kept on the roll in the hope that they 
may be helped by the character building nature of 
the program. Even if only a few young people are 
helped each year, it is worthwhile. 


-Mrs. Henry S. Wilson, 


Amarillo, Texas. 
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Blessings For All Alike 


It was no accident that our forefathers proclaim- 
ed that all men are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights. When we strive to estab- 
lish these blessings for all we show sanity and de- 
cency. Race Relations Sunday on February 14 is a 
demonstration of the fact that we are, as Christians, 
uneasy in conscience but awake to the symptoms of 
the sickness of which our churches have been ac- 
cused by men of other colors and creeds. On this 
Sunday let us match creed with deed. 


. > > * = 


| am only one, but | am one. | cannot do every- 
thing, but I can do something. What I can do | 
ought to do; and by the Grace of God, | will do! 


Missions Council Church Calendar. 


The 1954 Workbook 


Che 1954 Workbook is a “Must” to every Pres- 
byterian Woman. The Workbook is always a neces- 
sary tool in successfully carrying on the work of 
the Women of the Church and this year it is espe- 
cially good. From the very first page, with our seal 
and the second with our Goal and Object, through 
to the last page, you will find it better and more 
helpful than ever. 


As we would like, more each year, to stress the 
Spiritual growth of the women, | feel the Work- 
book is a fine guide. It has excellent help for our 
circle meetings; what a wonderful gift it would 
he for our “shut-ins.” 


In the Workbook this year are listed fine readings 
on our yearly emphases which can be used in elec- 
tive study or personally. And | do not want to 
neglect to call your attention to the Calendar of 
Special Days and Events, the map of Paul’s journey 
ind the Sunday-school lesson topics. 


As you “study to show thyself approved unto 
God" and with the promise “Ask, and it shall be 
given you,” it is sincerely hoped that every woman 
in Florida, as well as throughout the Assembly, 
will avail themselves of the wonderful helps found 
in the 1954 WorKBooK. 


(Mrs. Russell) Mary Nell Bogue, 
President Women of the Church, 
Svnod of Florida. 
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Church News 


Change Of Address: 





Board of Annuities and Reliet, 3+1-C Ponce De 
Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, 5, Ga. Please see that 
all treasurers in your organization have this in- 
formation promptly. 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, 


B. A. Mcllhany, Treasurer. 


Rev. Grover Sewell, Jr., from Bee Ridge, Fla., 
to 6210 Chestwood St., Sarasota, Fla. 


Board Of World Missions 


The regular receipts for the nine months Church 
year 1953 totalled $1,738,155.35 as compared to 
the total receipts of $2,081,170.74 for the twelve 
months of the Church year 1952-1953. 


I do not know what the other Boards will do in 
regard to a comparison of the receipts, but it is 
rather difficult to give the actual increase over the 
proportionate nine months of the preceding year. | 
merely call your attention to the fact that the total 
of $1,738,155.35 covers only nine months, whereas 
the $2,081,170.74 is for the full twelve months of 
the preceding year. é‘ 


—Curry B. 


Hearn, Treasurer. 


Vew Headquarters 


The offices of the Board of Church Extension, 
formerly located in the Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia, will move February 12 to the 
new Presbyterian Center, 341-B Ponce de Leon 
Avenue, N. E., Atlanta 5, Georgia. The offices of 
the Board include Administration, Treasury, and 
Promotion : the Division of Home Missions, with 
the Departments of Missionary Support, Urban 
Church, Town and Country Church, Sunday 
School Extension, Church Architecture, and Chap- 
lains and Military Personnel: the Division of 
Evangelism; the Division of Negro Work; the 
Division of Radio and Television; and the Division 
of Christian Relations. 





General Assembly's Committee On 


The Minister And His Work 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—Dr. Charles N. Nabers 
of Greenville, S. C., was reelected chairman of the 
General Assembly’s Committee on the Minister 
and His Work, at its annual meeting here Janu- 
ary 12. 
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The committee members, each representing 
synod of the Assembly, also elected the Rev. A. T 
Dyal, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Bryan, Texas, as Vice-Chairman. 


Mr. Graham White, secretary of the committee 
was re-elected for a three-year term, and his work 
warmly praised by the committee which he serves 


Among the outstanding bits of business trans. 
acted by the twelve committeemen present were: 


Approving, for recommendation to the General 
Assembly, a budget of $17,000 for 1954. 


Receiving a report on the question of age, as it 
relates to ministers and their service to the Church. 
As suggested by the special committee which made 
the report, under the chairmanship of Dr. F. W. A. 
Bosch of Springfield, Mo., the committee recom- 
mends that “wherever possible, churches be en- 
couraged to call older men where they can be used 
effectively. While the enrollment at our seminaries 
shows a healthy increase, the supply of new minis- 
ters is still inadequate to meet the needs of the ex- 
panding work that is going on in our Church, 
therefore, we must use our manpower wisely, gaug- 
ing a man not by his years, but by his state of health 
and ability.” 


Adopting a recommendation to the General As- 
sembly that Paragraph 167 of the Book of Church 
Order be amended to provide that a minister shall 
retire from active service upon his 70th birthday. 
This is to take out the provision for retiring on 
September | following the 70th birthday, equaliz- 
ing the retirement date. 


Voting to recommend to the General Assembly 
that the committee be expanded by the addition, 
through co-opting, of four ruling elders selected 
from the Church at large. The committee will ask 
the Assembly to give it the authority to co-opt these 
men to get the help of laymen “whose experience 
and training would be useful in the counsels of the 
committee.” 


Approved a request to the General Assembly 
that all churches be urged to fill out the Church 
Survey form so such information can become a 
permanent record and be available for use when 
needed. 


The committee also received the report of its 
secretary, Mr. White, and noted with pleasure the 
activities of the committee’s office since the last 
meeting. Among items reported by the secretary 
were: 


Good cooperation by churches in completing the 
Church Survey form, which was adopted by the 
General Assembly in 1953. 


Growing use of the Manual for Nominating 
Committees on Pastorless Churches, which was pre- 
pared by the committee and adopted by the 1953 
General Assembly. 
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Completion and use of a Manse Survey, present- 
ing a statistical report on the conditions, sizes, and 
other factual features of the manses of the denomi- 
nation. 


Rapidly increasing use of a Data Form on min- 
isters. This form gives objective biographical in- 
formation, and is of use to committees of pastorless 
churches, It also was approved for use by the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1953. 


Youth Council - New 
Orleans Presbytery 


Officers for the New Orleans Presbytery Youth 
Council were elected January 10, at a mid-winter 
rally at Canal Street Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans. One hundred and sixty young people of 
ages 15-24 attended the Presbytery-wide meeting. 
New Orleans Presbytery covers one third of the 
state of Louisiana 


Bobby Eckles of Napoleon Church, New Or- 
leans, was elected president of the Youth Council. 
Other officers elected include: Dick Crais, of Ken- 
ner Presbyterian Church, vice president; Jean Stock, 
Canal Street Church, New Orleans, secretary; Bill 
Wardlaw, of Gentilly Church, New Orleans, treas- 
urer; Amanda Schmitt, of Claiborne Church, also, 
New Orleans, editor; and ‘‘Doots’” Anderson, of 
Hammond, La., historian. 


The following commission chairmen were elect 
ed: Ann Joyner, First Presbyterian, New Orleans, 
chairman of the Commission on Faith; Joyce 
Brown, Prytania Street Church, New Orleans, 
chairman of the Commission on Witness; Jimmy 
Phillips, of Greenville, La., chairman of the Com- 
mission on Qutreach; Rodney Rue, of Lakeview 
Church, New Orleans, chairman of the Citizenship 
Committee; and Felton Bingham of Metairie 
Church in New Orleans, chairman of the Fellow- 
ship Commission. Miss Martha Church, of Carroll- 
ton Church, New Orleans, was installed as new 
adult adviser, succeeding Mrs, J. Scott Young. 


The Rev. Robert Kilgore, of Raceland, La., 
ministerial adviser to the young people, installed 
the new officers and the Rev. David Shepperson, 
of Morgan City, La., preached the installation 
message, speaking on the subject, “Born Together 
in Christ.” 


At the business session, it was announced that 
the young people’s conference of the Synod of 
Louisiana, will be held at Silliman, La., June 10- 
17. Council and committee chairmen will attend a 
regional conference June 21-25 at Mo Ranch in 
Texas, with Louisiana, Texas, and Oklahoma 
represented. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Relief Packages For Korea 
Instructions For Sending By A.P.O. 


A P O facilities may now be used for sending 
relief parcels to Korea, addressed to Missions, not 
to individuals. Parcels should be addressed as fol- 
lows: 

Civit AFFAIRS OFFICER, 
KorEAN Base SECTION, 
APO 59, 

Care PosTMASTER, 

SAN Francisco, CALIF. 


Notiry: 
PRESBYTERIAN Mission (SOUTH), 
CuHonju, CHOLLA PUKDo. 


(Or you may put one of our other Missions on 
the last line of the address. Do not add “Korea” 
here). 

Kwangju, Cholla Namdo, 
Soonchun, Cholla Namdo, 
Mokpo, Cholla Namdo. 


Weight and Size—Maximum Weight, 70 lbs. 
Length and girth of parcel not to measure over 100 
inches, 


Rate—Consult your local postoffice. The cost is 
the parcel post rate from point .of origin to San 
Francisco, California. 


What to Send—Even by APO, postage is not 
cheap from most of the U.S.A. therefore it is well 
to make certain that only clothing and bedding in 
good, usable condition be sent. Most all types of 
clothing are needed (not filmy evening gowns and 
virdles!), but especially needed are: 1) all types 
of clothing for men; 2) all types for children of all 
wes; 3) sweaters and coats for all ages and sexes; 
+) blankets. 


Notre: APO relief parcels CANNOT be sent to 
INDIVIDUAL MISSIONARIES; ONLY to our MISSIONS. 


Church World Service facilities are also available 
tor sending relief clothing to Korea, Austria, Ger- 
many, Greece, Hong Kong, Near East, Okinawa, 
Pakistan and Yugo-Slavia. Send clothing, plus 8c 
per lb. if possible, to Church World Service Center, 
New Windsor, Marvland or 4145 Duncan Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri. ( Designate from Presbyterian, 
U. S. source). 


Further information will be gladly sent on re- 
quest. Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid, Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary, 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in 
winter session in the Leland Church on January 21 


with 35 ministers, 44 ruling elders and many visi- 
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tors in attendance. The Rev. Roy McCown, Jr., 
preached the sermon as retiring Moderator. The 
Rev. E. E. McPheeters was elected Moderator, 
and Elder Stokes V. Robertson Vice-Moderator, 
and Rev. Frank Scarlett, Acting Permanent Clerk. 
Dr. R. D. Bedinger resigned as Secretary of Home 
Missions and was dismissed to Birmingham Presby- 
tery, where he will serve in the same capacity. Dur- 
ing his period of service in the Presbytery nine new 
Churches have been organizd and the work of the 
Presbytery has made progress along .several lines ; 
particularly in increased interest in Negro Work 
in the number of Churches assuming self-support, 
23; and in increased giving to all causes. There were 
many expressions of appreciation for the faithful 
work of Dr. Bedinger. 


Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 


“The Presbyterian Choir™ 


The Presbyterian Choir took its first tour of the 
vear to Charlotte, North Carolina and vicinity, 
January 23-26. Composed of students in the Assem- 
bly’s Training School and Union Theological Sem- 
inary, and directed by Dr. James R. Sydnor, Pro- 
fessor of Church Music in the Training School, the 
Presbyterian Choir gave services of sacred music 
in the First Presbyterian Churches of Charlotte, 
Belmont, Gastonia and Statesville, North Carolina. 
The choir also sang at a chapel service of Queens 
College in Charlotte. Plans are now being made for 
a spring tour into West Virginia. 


While music was the chief feature of the pro- 
gram, at each service students took part by reading 
Scripture, leading in prayer, and one student from 
each school spoke briefly on ‘““Why I am Preparing 
for Christian Service.” 


The purpose of the Choir in this endeavor is to 
glorify God. to lead congregations in the worship 
of praise, to call the attention of the church to the 
urgent need for trained leaders, to encourage young 
men and young women to consider the Christian 
ministry or some other church vocation as a life 
work, to enlist the cooperation of interested friends 
in the work of the Seminary and Training School 
in training leaders for Christian service at home 
and abroad. 


Piedmont Presbytery Overtures 
Assembly To Drop Union 
Vegotiations 
To the General Assembly—of the Presbyterian 


Church in the United States—convening in the 
Auditorium at Montreat, N. C.. May 27. 1954. 


WHEREAS, Piedmont Presbytery of the Synod 
of South Carolina, has studied the proposed Plan 
of Union of our Church, with the Presbyterian 
Church USA, and the United Presbyterian Church, 
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and has concluded, after prayerful consideration, 
that it is unwise; therefore 


This Presbytery respectfully overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to desist from further negotiation 
looking toward Union, in order that the controversy 
thereabout may be ended without further dissension 
and resulting in harm to our beloved Church. 


Adopted in meeting of Piedmont Presbytery, 
meeting at Central Presbyterian Church, Anderson. 
S. C., January 26, 1954. 


Rev. Paul P. Thrower, Stated Clerk, Piedmont 
Presbytery, Synod of South Carolina. 


Paris Presbytery 

The Presbytery of Paris met in the First Pres 
byterian Church of Greenville, Tex., on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, January 19-20, 1954, for its 
Stated Winter Meeting. Present were 25 ministers 
and 30 Elders. The retiring Moderator, the Rev. 
Raymond Partlow of the First Church, Paris, 
preached the opening sermon on the subject “Re- 
ligion that Excels,” and the Communion was ad- 
ministered by the Rev. Hervey Lazenby, Jr., and 
the Rev. Harry McDonell, Jr., the elements being 
distributed by the following elders: M. L. Page, 
J. D. Blackwood, J. A. Sullivan and Raymond 
Brown. The Rev. Felix W. Keys, Pastor of the 
Alpine Church of Longview, was the able Moder 
ator of the Meeting. 


All of the proposed amendments to the Book of 
Church Order and the Confession of Faith were ap 
proved with the exception of the one numbered 4, 
this being disapproved because of its unclear word 
ing. 


The Committee on Comity and Cooperation an 
nounced plans for a joint meeting with the Presby 
tery of Paris, U.S.A., at the time of our Spring 
Meeting on April 20. The Rev. J. Sherrard Rice, 
Pastor of the First Church of Tyler, is the Moder- 
ator-in- Nomination for this meeting. 


Dan E. Goldsmith, Stated Clerk. 


Vational Christian College Day 


Sunday, April 25 has been named for the celebra- 
tion of National Christian College Day. Dr. Hunt- 
er B. Blakely, Secretary, Division of Higher Edu- 
cation, Board of Christian Education, writes: “The 
great battles of our day are for the souls and minds 
of Youth. Therefore it is most important for us to 
be interested in our college Youth and our Presby- 
terian colleges and seminaries.” 


A leaflet, “Education and Christianity,” is in 
preparation for general distribution on April 25th. 
It is hoped that all pastors will make free use of 
this leaflet. For the leaflet and further particulars, 
write to Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary, Presby- 
terian Building, 8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, 
Virginia. 
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Re: River Presbytery 


Cel brates 100th Anniversary 


Red River Presbytery has become a Centenarian 
ind is celebrating with special services at Minden, 
La. Feb. 9-10, featured with an address, “A Cen- 
tur’ of Presbyterianism in Northern Lousiana,” by 
Dr. W. F. O'Kelly, director of Church Extension 
in Central ‘Texas Presbytery. Dr. O. M. Anderson 
presided, as Moderator, and Dr. Howard _H. 
Thompson delivered the doctrinal sermon, choosing 
for his subject, “The Unique Mlission of the 
CI rch.”’ 


Presbytery Of Central Texas 


The Presbytery of Central Texas held its stated 
Winter Meeting in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Taylor, Texas, January 19-20, 1954. There were 
26 Ministers present and 22 churches were repre- 
sented by Ruling Elders, Reverend Jan A. Me- 
Murray was selected moderator. For the approach- 
ing uniting of Latin-American and Anglo-American 
Presbyteries by geographical location of the churches, 
there were present as visiting brothers Rev. D. G. 
Vera, Rev. G. P. Rugerio; Ruling Elders P. L. 
Leos, Bliseo Vasquez, of Austin and B. M. Pimen- 
tel, of Corsicana. The Presbytery dismissed at their 
own requests three of its members: Reverend David 
Currie and Reverend W. R. Hall, Jr., to Brazos 
Presbytery; Reverend E. T. Gharis, to Dallas. It 
also dismissed the relation between Reverend J. G. 
Harrison and the Elgin Church, and placed in Mr. 
Harrison’s hands a call of the Hyde Park Church, 
of Austin, which he accepted; a Commission was 
appointed for his installation Sunday, February 14. 


Vational T. & P. Council 


he National Temperance and _ Prohibition 
Council held their annual meeting in Washington. 


Dp. €. 


he Council adopted resolutions commending 
President Eisenhower for his personal conduct and 
his willingness to shatter precedent in an effort to 
raise the moral standard in government, especiall) 
the attitude of the White House in disapproving 
Christmas drinking parties in government offices but 
‘ploring the fact that liquor still flows freely in 


iny parts of government and political life. 


Called on State legislatures to ban all beer, wine 
nd liquor bill-boards visible from any main travel- 
led highway. Commended the President for his 
emand to “stop the murder on the highway,” and 
rged elimination of all places selling alcoholic 
everages from the neighborhood of main travelled 
ighways as a partial approach to the solution of 
his problem. 
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Davis & Elkins College 


Dr. David K. Allen, executive Vice President, 
will become President of David and Elkins July 1, 
1954. The announcement is made by Dr. Andrew 
R. Bird, Jr., President of the Board of Trustees. 
Dr. Bird, who is paster of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Huntington, W. Va., stated that the 
Synods of the Presbyterian Church U.S. and U.S.A. 
have expressed their whole-hearted approval of the 
new administration at the college and are provid- 
ing substantial increases in their financial support. 
Chis support it is stated has been more than doubled, 
“as of today.” 


Training Study Course For Newly 
Elected Elders And Deacons 


The newly elected officers of the Davis Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, of Elkins, W. Va., are en- 
gaging in a study course in preparation for their 
installation this month. 


Under the “rotary system” the officers were 
elected to the class of 1956. The elders elected 
Sunday, January 17 are: J. W. Bischoff, Earl Cap- 
linger, Oliver C. Daniels, Henry Hamilton, Fred 
Miller, IT. Richard Ross, F. Henry Sipe and Austin 
Ward. 


The deacons elected to the class of 1956 are: 
Hubert W. Armentrout, James W. Carr, Thomas 
A. Cox, W. R. Cromwell, Jr., Clyde R. Evans, 
Russell D. Isner, Jr., George A. Myles, Roy Pritt 
and Herry E. Whetsell. 


The study course in preparation for their active 
service is entitled “Elders and Deacons Serving 
Christ and the Church.” The course will be taught 
each night this week by the minister, the Rev. War- 
ner Du Bose, Jr. On Friday evening the Women 
of the Church are serving dinner to the newly elect- 
ed officers and all the officers of the church. 


To Be Prayerless Is To Be Powerless 
Andrew Murray 


Prayer is the pulse of life. By the pulse we can 
tell what is the condition of the heart. The sin of 
prayerlessness is a proof for the ordinary Christian 
yr minister, that the life of God in the soul is in 
deadly sickness and weakness. . . . What is the rea- 
son why many thousands of Christian workers in 
the world have not a greater influence? Nothing 


save this—the prayerlessness of their service. 


In the midst of all their zeal in the study and 
in the work of the church, of all their faithfulness 
in preaching and conversation with the people, they 
lack that ceaseless prayer which has attached to it 
the sure promise of the Spirit, and the power from 
on high, It is nothing but the sin of prayerlessness 
which is the cause of the lack of a powerful spiritual 
life! 
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Letters continue to pour into this office showing that men are * 
thinking through our church problems. The following is of par- 





ticular interest because it comes from one of our best known 
ministers: : 
= Ts ° . . & . 
g Ecumenical headquarters are pounding our people with 
/ propaganda partly at the expense, duly authorized, of our de- | 
® nomination. Also our own denominational machinery, prob- © 


= ably also with due authorization, is being used off and on to sup- 
|, port some of the phases of ecumenism. I feel that the voice of 














~ your Journal also should be fully heard in behalf of a balanced 
| truth. Not that you are against the best forms of ecumenism, of | 
® course. Without in the least hereby committing myself on . 
z mooted questions I enclose a little piece of money to help a bit = 
: with your costs.” . 
5 Ka 
; Have you seen “The Reason Why?” a pamphlet which & 
P presents many reasons why we should preserve our Southern & 
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Presbyterian Church as a separate and distinct agent in the © 
work of God’s Kingdom. 
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